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To a thousand friends 





“Please put me on your mailing list,’’ or 
“J would like to subscribe to THE BAPTIST 
WORLD,’’ - Such requests reach us almost 
every day. And from various parts of the 
globe editors are writing us how happy 
they are to receive the news our little 
paper furnishes vo their columns. 

We gladly send THE BAPTIST WORLD to 
those interested people who ask for it. 
If they wish to make a-voluntary contri- 
bution towards the publication of this 
sheet, who are we to forbid them? But we 
. camnot, as yet, accept regular subscriptions. 
Our periodical is still in the experimen- 
tal stage. For the time being we are 
hemmed in by the limitations of the small 
printing press available here at Baptist 
Headquarters in Washington, and likewise 
by reasons of economy. ‘‘Growing pains,’’ 
exclaims Mrs. Armstrong, and that hits 
the nail on the head. 

One thing we change at once: From now 
on we will issue the paper monthly (with 
exception of one or two summer months), 
instead of bimonthly, as first announced, 
thus doing away with the ‘‘clip sheets.”’ 

Our readers will be interested to know 
that we have added a number of names to 
our list of correspondents since last we 
wrote. We are aiming at a world network! 
ATO: 








































On to London 






It seems clear that 10,000 New Zealand 
Baptists will be sending ca. 75 people to 
London in 1955. By this token there should 
be 150 thousand Baptists trying to get into 
the Royal Albert Hall--which seats 7,000. 
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BWA Vice-President Dies 


Rev. David V. Jemison 
of Selma, Alabama, for 
13 years president of 
the National Baptist 
Convention, Inc., and 
president emeritus 
Since the 1953 session, 
passed away February 
20 at the age of 81. 
Ordained in the early 
1890’s, Dr. Jemison 
was pastor of Tabernacle Baptist Church, 
Selma, 1903-1929, and from 1936 until his 
death. He served the St. Louis Street 
Church, Mobile, from 1929 to 1936. He was 
president of his state Baptist convention, 
moderator of his Baptist association, and a 
vice-president of the Alliance as well as 
national president of his convention. 

By the terms of the BWA Constitution, 
a successor cannot be named until the next 
congress, July, 1955. 





—kK— 
Dr. F. Townley Lord, BWA president, 
paid official visits to Baptists in Norway 
and Sweden during February. He and Mrs. 
Lord are,scheduled to visit Australia during 
September and October. 
wtih 
The Administrative Committee, meeting 
March 30 in the Baptist World Alliance 
headquarters in Washington, D.C., unveiled 
and formally accepted a portrait in oils of 
the late George W. Truett, fifth president of 
the Alliance. The painting is a gift of Truett 
friends in Texas. A photograph of Dr. John 


Clifford, a painting of Dr. E. Y. Mullins, and 
a bronze bust of Dr. C. Oscar Johnson had 
been previously given the Alliance, for the 
headquarters office. 














Europe 


England 


The three-month London crusade launched 
by Dr. Billy Graham March 1 is attracting 
capacity crowds to Harringay Arena. Dr. 
F. Townley Lord offered the opening prayer 
at the first session, when more than 12,000 
persons jammed the auditorium. Preaching 
on the subject ‘‘Does Christianity Matter?’’ 
Dr. Graham said he wanted to renew ‘‘the 
great days of the London revivalism of Wes- 
ley and Whitfield.’’ He emphasized the 
fact that no human being could bring about 
a revival; ‘‘only the Holy Spirit can do 
that,’’ he said. 

Special trains brought Britishers to Lon- 
don from the provinces for Saturday night’s 
services, and instead of one meeting, three 
were held to accommodate the 30,000 who 
came. At the end of the first week, 1,500 
people had made ‘‘decisions for Christ’’ in 
response to the evangelist’s appeal. 

The adverse criticism which greeted the 
evangelistic team before the crusade began 
disappeared in the face of Dr. Graham’s 
personal contacts and his informal, non- 
theatrical approach to evangelism. 

The German Evangelists’ Conference has 
invited Dr. Graham to speak in Dusseldorf 
and Berlin while he is on the continent. 


Spain 


While the Spanish Catholic hierarchy 
prepares for special prayers for persecuted 
Roman Catholics throughout the World 
on Passion Sunday April 4, Baptist Pastor 
Aurelio del Campo concludes a jail sentence 
of 45 days in Valencia, and Baptist Pastor 
Manuel Diaz of a church at Tetuan, Spanish 
Morocco, is expelled from that protectorate. 

Senor del Campo accepted the call of the 
Navarres Baptist Church and arrived with 
his family last December 16. The governor 
of Valencia ordered him to leave the city 
at once. He was charged with blaspheming 
the virgin Mary, interfering with Cath- 
olic unity in Spain, and distributing un- 
authorized literature. He refused to go, 
and was sent to jail February 9. 

Senor Diaz’ congregation of 40 to 50 


members is sponsored by a Canadian Baptist 
mission group. No reason for his expulsion 
was given in the reports. 

Meanwhile since 1949 twelve young men 
have graduated from the Baptist seminary 
at Barcelona, and twelve students are now 
enrolled. Three Spanish students are jp 
training at the international Baptist seni- 
nary, Ruschlikon/Zurich, Switzerland, 


Scotland 

“Every Baptist in Scotland must surely 
know,’’ asserts the Scottish Baptist Maga- 
zine, “‘that ‘G.A.’ is of Scottish origin!” 
The 50th anniversary of this Baptist youth 
organization was celebrated last May 12, the 
birthday of Girl’s Auxiliary in 1903. Two 
girls of the United Free Church started the | 
movement in Edinburgh in 1902, and the 
girls of Glasgow Baptist churches were 
called upon to form a Baptist ‘‘Girl’s | 
Auxiliary’’ the following year. 

An American ministerial student at Edin- 
burgh visited the annual assembly of the | 
Baptist Union of Scotland at Dundee last | 
year, and wrote his home state paper about | 
it. ‘‘This might easily have been the pro- 
gram of any associational meeting in the | 
United States,’’ he said. Signs of new life 
and increase in the work included the current 
concern for extension work, the capacity | 
student body at the Baptist College in | 
Glasgow, and the vitality of the Women’s | 
Auxiliary. The resettlement of German | 
refugee families in Britain is the women’s | 
major project, he said. 

“‘At Dundee,’’ the American concludes, | 
“I witnessed the ability of Baptists of | 
different points of view to work together - 
and to move forward.’’ 


Hungary 


Through The Baptist Times News of Hun- 
garian Baptists is available from a letter 
from officials of the World Council of 
Churches who interviewed the chairman of 
the Baptist Convention and the seminary 
dean. The letter in part is as follows: 

‘*They wanted to send warm greetings to 
you andother Baptist friends and colleagues. 
On the whole they are hopeful about the 
work of their own church . .. . Theil 





theological seminary has a sufficient num- 
per of students, and of very good quality. 
..Church attendance was still good but 
not as high as it had been in the early 
stages of the new regime. People had be- 
come somewhat more fatalistic. With re- 
gard to the young people they did not feel 
that the materialistic education in the 
schools was having much effect since it 
was generally not taken  seriously.’’ 

Hungary reports about 100 churches, 600 
preaching stations and 16,000 members. 


Czechoslavakia 


The Baptists of this country held a 
conference last December 12-13 at Prague, 
electing Pastor Vaclav Tomes and a council 
of six elders to represent the nation’s 
2% Baptist congregations with 4,700 mem- 
bers. The conference voted to send a mes- 
sage to the Baptist world, appealing for a 
true peace in the Far East as well as in 
Germany. The message contained no news 
ofthe four Baptists now in prison in Czecho- 
slavakia. 


North America 


German-American Baptists 


The North American Baptist General 
Conference, formerly the German-American 
Baptist Conference, has a membership of 
45,121 in the United States and Canada. 
During the fiscal year 1952-53, they gave a 
total of $3,051,174.51 to all causes, or an 
average of $67.40 per member. 


Bahamas 


The Baptist Bible Institute was officially 
opened in September, 1953, in Nassau under 
the direction of a veteran missionary couple, 
Dr. and Mrs. John Mein, formerly stationed 
at Recife, Brazil. This scnool is a direct 
result of a preaching mission in 1950, when 
35 Southern (USA) Baptist preachers visited 
the Bahamas, and of the work of South- 
Western Seminary students in Vacation 
Bible school activities for four summers. 

The Baptist Missionary Society of Lon- 
don launched a mission program in the 
Islands in 1839. Early in the 1900’s, reports 
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He has four honorary doctor’s degrees, and 
has held pastorates in California, Kentucky, 
Washington, and Missouri. He and Mrs. 
Johnson have two sons and a daughter. 


show that Baptists outnumbered all other 
Christians. The BMS was forced to with- 
draw about 1925, and the Bahamian Baptists 
were left to carry on alone. In later years 
they were befriended by the National Baptist 
Conventioh, Inc., U.S.A. 

Statistics are hard to get because no 
single conventionexists amongthe churches, 
but Nassau has 22 Baptist churches, and on 
the 19 habitable islands are about 180 
churches with 30 to 35 members each. The 
total membership of Baptists is perhaps 
10,000. 

The chief need is a trained ministry. 
The Bible institute was opened with 33 
enrolled fr: night classes and three for day 
classes. 


History Published 


A new book has just come from the 
Broadman Press: The Southern Baptist 
Convention, 1845--1953. Written by a 
church historian, W. W. Barnes, it is the 
first century of life among vhe churches of 
the southern regions of the U.S.A. 

Not a history of doctrine as developed 
among these churches, it is nevertheless a 
story of organized life among them which 
inevitably reflects the doctrinal trends and 
theological currents of the people. The price 
of this 330-page book is $3.75. 





Glimpses 


Hobart, Tasmania, Baptist Church gave 
£140 for the BWA Relief Fund last December 
20 in response to an appeal from the 
pastor. 


Dean of the pastors of the Bolivian Bap- 
tist Union, Rev. Macedonio Montano, retired 
from active duty last August after 33 years 
of service. He is past 70 years of age. 


Newfoundland, Canada’s newest province, 
is the current object of mission effort 
on the part of the Home Mission Board of 
the Baptist Convention in Ontario and 
Quebec. Work will be started first in 
St. John’s. 


Philippine Baptist pastors are in need 
of good books and periodicals for sermon 
preparation, inspiration, and guidance in 
improving their pastoral work. Any suit- 
able books and magazines in the English 
language may be sent as printed matter to 
Rev. Ralph George, Central Philippine 
University, Iloilo City, P.I. 

Haiti’s Baptist Hospital at Limbe has 
a dispensary. It was officially opened 
and the cornerstone for the first hospital 
wing laid by Haiti’s president, General 
Paul E. Magloire, who was on tour of the 
north in observance of the republic’s 150th 
anniversary. 

Ajloun, Jordan, Baptist Church, formally 
constituted last August, will soon have a 
house of worship as a gift from the First 
Baptist Church, Decatur, Georgia, USA. 
The Decatur Baptists, which have a million- 
dollar plant in a _ residential section, 
rent the old church building to the county 
government for office space, and the income 
from this business property will be used 
each year to build mission churches. 
Ramapatnam, South India, Baptist theo- 
logical seminary has 2 capacity student 
body with 71 students this year. Of these 
46 are new Students. 

A gift of $132.75 has been received by 
the BWA office from the Baptist Church 
at Bandung, Java, in Indonesia. It repre- 
sents an offering made by the young church 
for the work of the Alliance. 


One-hundred-year-old pioneer missionary 
to Mexico, James Garvin Chastain, died 
in Mississippi February 20. He had min- 
istered to Spanish-speaking people in Cuba, 
South Florida, and New Orleans since he 
retired 24 years ago. 


Interracial conference of Baptist theolo- 


gical students in the Southern region of the 
U.S. was held March 24-25 at Louisville, Ky., 
to study areas of cooperation between Negro 
and white Baptists. 


The Queen of England, on tour of Australia, 
bestowed honors upon 40 Tasmanians during 
a Royal Garden Party February 22. Among 
these was F. H. Ralph, treasurer of the 
Launceston Memorial Baptist Church of Ho- 
bart, who received the M.B.E. decoration 
for services to charity. 


New president of the Philippine Republic, 
Ramon Magsaysay, spoke at the dedicatory 
services of the Baptist Student Center at 
Iloilo City. AS an evangelical Christian 
he is known to the missionaries as a 
‘staunch and stalwart’’ friend. 


Three Firsts were commemorated in Nigeria, 
West Africa, in January. It,was the one 
hundredth anniversary of the death of the 
first Baptist missionary; the birth of Sun- 
day school work; and the opening of the 
first mission house. 


Former Russian paratrooper, Nikolai A. 
Alexandrenko, converted through reading a 
leaflet published by the BWA, which he 
found in a trashcan in a DP Camp, is a 
student at the Baptist Theological Seminary, 
New Orleans, La. 


A Milwaukee night clubhas become a Baptist 
Church, through the mission efforts of 
the Wisconsin State Convention. The house, 
built by Baptists in 1928, was sold during 
the depression, and became a tavern. A 
pulpit now stands where the bar once was. 


‘*Operation Easter Chicklift’’, the shipment 
by air of 35,000 baby chicks to Egypt, is 
a relief project in which the American 
Baptist Convention cooperates. A shipment 
of 65,000 chicks was flown to Iran. 
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